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To unite in the mmultaneous mee^gs for Temperance, the 
New^York City Temperance Society anticipated their usual time 
for the Annual Report. A meeting was called at the Chatham 
Street Chapel on the evening of the 26th of February. The 
following Report, and several most interesting addresses, with 
•appropriate h3rnms composed and selected for the occasion, gave 
4masttal satisfactien to a most numerous audience* 
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REPORT. 



Thk Executive Committee of* the New- York City Temperance 
Society, gratefully aclcnowleclge the kindness of divine Provid^ce^ 
while they congratulate their fellow citizens on the interesting cir^ 
cumstances under which we are this day permitted to assemble. Such 
a day the world has never before seen, — ^when hundreds and thousands 
in this and other countries are simultaneously meeting in their cities, 
towns and villages to consider the facts connected with a great iftoral 
reformation) and to inquire, each for himself, What is my duty in re* 
gard to it ? The facts, when known, make our duty plain ; and that 
duty, when performed, will cause the dr3dng up of the deepest foun- 
tain of human sorrow, and open a channel through which unnumbered 
blessings will flow to future generations. Of all the means now in 
progress for the moral renovation of our world probably few are so 
extensive in influence, and so universal in effect, as the Temperance 
Reformation. This is a ceasing to do evil — ^which, from the nature 
of the human mind, and the great principles of the divine government, 
is essential to our learning to do well : and it is as important to the 
moral condition and prospects of a country as iAie salubrity of its at- 
mosphere is to the health of its population. It is therefore regarded 
as an object of universal concern, and one to be prosecuted by all 
suitable means until its principles are practically adopted, and its 
benign consequences enjoyed by the whole community. 

Your committee, immediately afler their appointment, took meas- 
ures to invite the attention of every family in this city to the cause of 
Temperance ; and, to this end, made great exertions to disseminate the 
facts connected with it. They procured, and caused to be circulated, 
one hundred and ten thousand copies of the Temperance Recorder, 
and six thousand copies of the National Address and Circular ; and 
they have had the satisfaction to know that at the request of one of 
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tlie Ward Societies, forty thousand additional copies of the last-m^n^ 
tioned paper have been distributed in the city through the City Tract 
Society, which aid is thankfully acknowledged. 

The next grand object of the committee has been to form a temper- 
^ance society in each ward of the city. This, with a single exception, 
{the out-of-town ward) has been accompUshed ; and in every instance 
the societies are represented by large committees of from forty to 
"sixty respectable citizens. The wards have been divided into dis* 
tricta, and each dbtrict assigned to two or more members of the com- 
miHee, who visit every family within its limits/ communicate to them 
a knowledge of the facts connected with the subject, and invite them 
to join the ward association. We have to regret, that, owing to una- 
voidable hindrances, the returns from the ward societies are as yet 
quite incomplete. It was late in the spring before their organization 
commenced, and the committee were soon compelled, by the appear- 
ance of the cholera, to suspend their operations. On resuming their 
labours in the fall, they found, that, in addition to one agent already 
employed, Mr. L. D. Dewey, other assistance would be indispensable 
to the accomplishment of their design previous to this meeting. They 
fortunate as to engage, for a few months, the Rev. Dr. Ed- 
ecretary of the American Temperance Society ; and they 
It pleasure in here acknowledging the essential service which 
mdered to the cause. 

romptness and energy with which most of the ward com- 
lave entered upon their labours, and the mass of valuable, 
md minute statistical information which they have collected, 
rted to this committee, afford the most encouraging evidence 
work (so resolutely begun) will be successfully completed, 
port from the 8th ward, the committee set forth their Resolu- 
That, as the war of intemperance is a war of extermination, 
St for life : and, clad in the armour of truth and love, will go 
good soldiers imtil intemperance and its concomitant evils 
sxpelled from the Ward. " The report of the 1 1th ward says, 
pe all of us feel that we have enlisted in this good cause for 
'he committee of the 15th ward say — "We hope the city 
rill feel themselves < enlisted to the close of the war.' We 
ep interest in the undertaking, and may be depended on for 
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such fturther efforts as shdl be found necessary. We have procured 
a large and elegant Register in which to copy the names of our mem- 
bers^ that they may go down to posterity, chronicled as volunteers in 
ihiB revolution." Such is the spirit of most of the ward committees, 
and as the investigations which they have made serve to magnify the 
importance of the subject, their zeal has been increased, instead of 
being diminished, since they began their labours. Returns have been 
made by thirteen wards ; th^ ninth has made no report of proceedings, 
and in the 13th no society hits been formed. It was thought impossi- 
ble to do justice to these several reports by attempting an abstract of 
them on the present occasion ; but they will be presented in the form 
of an appendix to this Report. 

Besides the number of signatures obtained, these reports embrace 
an account of the number of groceries in the ward ; the number of 
persons who, firom principle, have abandoned the business of rum-« 
selling ; the number of those who have been reclaimed from drunk- 
enness; the influence which tippling has had on the property, health 
and morals of the inhabitants ; and a vast number of important and 
interesting focts on many other topics connected with the subject in 
question* 

The number of signatures obtained in the wards, as far as returns 
have been made, is as follows : 

1st ward 320 

2d ** 210 

3d " 376 

4th «« - . - - - . - 837 

6th - 417 

6th •« 560 

7th « 300 

8th «« 1600 

9th « 816 

10th " 1006 

11th « 1138 

18th « 1387 

14tb « 800 

16th « 816 

Making an aggregate of 10,122 : — ^but it is proper here to state tlMl 
not more than two-thirds of the members of these several committeeft 
have made returns to their secretaries, and probably many thousaada 
of names have been subscribed which are not included in the foregoing 
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Btaftements. There are alao, the New- York Young Men's Society 
for the promotion of temperance (containing more than 1000 mem* 
bers) ; the Apprentices' Temperance Society, and the Young Mens' 
City Temperance Society, — which three contain, unitedly, more than 
seventeen hundred members. And' there are about forty societies 
devoted to the same object ii^ the various churches in the city, which 
contain an aggregate of more than 5,500 members. The entire 
number comprised in all the city societies, in the opinion of the com- 
mittee, is from fifteen to eighteen thousand: and this number, the 
committee are encouraged to hope, may, by the use of suitable means, 
be doubled before the clotfe of another year. They also confidently 
trust that additions to diese will continue to be made until the use of 
ardent spirit shall be discontinued throughout all Christendom. In- 
deed, your committee have the most gratifying expectation that such 
may be the result of the efforts of this generation ; for success is in- 
creasing in a quadruple ratio. We are every year adding greatly to 
our ranks, and thereby rigidly diminishing the number of those who 
are in danger of falling victims to intemperance. By incontrovertiUe 
facts we are now demonstrating to this community those statements, 
in relation to the evils and the consequences of this vice, which, but a 
few years since, were generaUy discredited and denied. The custom 
of iewiperate drinking of ardent spirit, so long associated with the 
offices of firiendship and hospitality, is becoming not only unfashiona- 
ble, but absolutely disreputable ; and this state of things is rapidly 
extending itself to the poor and labouring classes. It follows, there- 
fore, that the great mass of the rising generation will not acquire the 
unnatural and depraved appetite for strong drink ; and as death is 
rapidly removing from the world the remnant of those who continue 
to oppose by their practice and example the principles of this institu- 
tion, the final triumph of the cause seems not only certain but near at 
hand. 

Formeriy, a serious impediment to the progress of temperance was 
an unwillingness on the part of very many persons who were strictly 
temperate, and approved and conunended our object, to subscribe the 
pledge of total abstinence, or to become members of a Temperance 
Society. They thought their being already abstemious quite super- 
seded the necessity of signature, or pledge, — that such a conceasioo 
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vould fleom to show that they were afraid of relying 6n their own firm- 
ness ; or, that it would be a gratuitous and useless surrender of their 
liberties ; or, that the time might come when ardent spirit would be 
needful to their health, and comfort, and they would then regret their 
having voluntarily deprived themselves of its benefits. It ia true, that 
there are still some who are practically temperate, that, for these, and 
similar reasons, refuse to sign a temperance pledge ; but their number 
10 small, and fast decreasing. The more enlightened classes of the 
community have, for the most part, learned that the simple principle 
on which, alone, depends the ultimate success of this enteirprise, is — 
total abstinence frc»n strong drink among those who have, as yet, ac« 
quired no desire for it. The great body of the hundreds of thousands 
in our country who have already enrolled their names as members of 
the Temperance Society, were previously temperate drinkers. The 
firiends of the cause have seldom expected, though they have, indeed^ 
occasionaUy received, recruits to their numbers from the intemperate. 
While moderate drinking was indulged, there was no line of demarka. 
tion between the temperate and the intemperate. It is obvious that 
no man was ever bom a drunkard ; and as obvious that no temperate 
drinker ever thinks himself in personal danger. He who is on the 
threshhold of ruin feels himself as secure as though he had never 
tasted the poison. So insidious is the destructive infiuence of this 
infatuating vice ! Now, the object of the Temperance Society ts» 
mainly, not so much to cure, as to prevent. This principle has been 
flo often and so extensively set forth, that it is now very generally ap* 
preciated f and the only wonder is that a remedy so efiectual, and yet 
00 simple, should have been so long neglected : and th^re can be 
but little doubt that, in a few years, when the phenomenon shall be 
aeen in the light of soberness and truth, the man will be looked upon 
with amazement and pity who has voluntarily contracted an unnatural 
appetite, without which he was healthy and happy, and with which, 
he can expect nothing but shame, misery and a premature death. 

Another consideration of great importance is, the strong and rapidly 
increasing sentiment that the traffic in ardent spirit is immoral, and 
utterly repugnant to the principles of the christian religion. 

As it is the object of the friends of Temperance to operate by a 
kind, moral influence, we are aware that ours is not the work of a day* 

B 
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It 10 the wish of this society to Induce the whole sober population of 
the city to refrain from drinking and selling ardent spirit ; and we 
have no hope of eeeing this end accomplished but by the mfluence of 
example. Therefore, we urge upon all those who are temperate the 
importance of uniting with the Temperance Society. And we believe 
from our past experience that few of this class will need persuasion to 
adopt the measure, if they are made fully acquainted with the object. 
The committee feel it necessary, therefore, to difiuse information in 
every practicable way. Could they have the hearty co-operation of 
all the ministers of the gospel,-— could there be a monthly temperance 
meeting in each ward, and a general meeting every three'months, — 
could tdl the sober, respectable families in the city be visited occa- 
sionally, and would every member of the Temperance Society exert 
himself to procure at least one signature, — this infinitely important 
reformation would, in a few years, be completed : — and then, will 
crime, and poverty, and misery, and disease, and death, decrease 
among us in a ratio of which even this community, at this enlightened 
period, have little conception. 

We have briefly referred to the very great influence of example on 
the progress of this reformation : and in the conclusion of these re- 
marks we beg leave to produce a single illustration of its power, ex- 
tracted from the Report of the 14th ward : — "In my district is a shop 
in which twelve men are employed at brush-making. I found one of 
the proprietors (a young man of unexceptionable morals) friendly to 
temperance, but in his own ease, decidedly averse to giving a written 
pledge. He complained that the habit of drinking among his work- 
men gave him great trouble : they would be out late at night, perhaps 
drink a little, perhaps a little too much,— of consequence, they would 
be a little late at their woik in the morning, and a little indisposed be- 
sides. Then, during the day, they were alternately and constantly 
stepping out to take a glass. While this state of things existed, it was 
manifest enough that he could not introduce such regulations in the 
shop as his interest and sense of propriety required. The obvious 
evil was dram-drinking : the obvious remedy, leaving it off, and he 
was bent upon trying its efficacy. < I will take your circular,' said he 
to me, * and try them.' I told him he would not succeed until he 
signed the pledge himself, for his ir^uence was on the wrong sidoi 
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fttod his example would negative his argument. This did not conykca 
him. He presented the paper to his men, told them the ill conse- 
quences of intemperance, and urged them to sign it. <Have you 
signed V was the reply. < Oh, no !' said he. < I drink so Utile thatlt 
is unnecessary ; besides, I can take care of myself.' < Very well,' was 
the answer, < we drink but little, and we can take* care of ourselves*^ 
He could proceed no further, for his men would plead his own example 
and arg^me1U as reasons for having nothing to do with his plan of re- 
form. He now saw, for the first time, that he could not d^est him* 
self of his influence, but he could give that influence its proper direc- 
tion. He therefore signed the pledge at once, and in a few days he 
returned the circular with the names subscribed of ten of his twelve 
workmen. Shortly after this they formed a little temperance commu- 
nity among themselves, on total abstinence principles : they posted up 
in the shop, a series of temperance regulations, and resolved— that no 
person be hereafter employed on the premises who will not comply 
with them." 
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APPENDIX. 



The Appendix compiises facto and incidents reported by the members of the 
Executive Committees of the Ward Societies, which were collected in visiting 
the families of their districts, and in obtaming signers to the pledge. 

The secretary of the first ward reports : *^ In my district," says one of the 
committe, *<one wholesale grocer of ardent spirits, has changed his business, 
and now sells none. One retail grocer had his attention called to the sub- 
ject some time since, and has, in consequence, left off the finede of ardent 
spirits. 

**' Anotiier, who had sold ardent spirits for twelve years, has long been con- 
vinced that he was doing wrong, and thinks that his selling the article had 
tended to the ruin of a number of persons and families. He nas banished the 
poison from his premises, and now could not be induced to sell a drop.'^ 

MOne grocer, (says another,) has abandoned the sale of ardent spirits and 
Agned the pledge, convinced that the traffic is wrong. 

<* I found one old person in my district who has suffered a loss of six or 
eight hundred dollars, rather than have rum sold on her property. 3he had 
let the property to a man who converted her house into a dram shop, without 
her consent, and when she refused to re-let it to him, on leaving the premises 
he so injured them that she could not let them for other purposes for some 
time, so that she received but a quarter's rent for more than a year. She 
never before had the opportunity to sign the pledge." 

Another says, **! next entered a provision aim fish store. They all, to a 
man, declined signing the papers. There was one person present whom I 
took to be a carman by occupation, who expressed his dislike to signing any 
pledges or paper whatever, which he should ccmsider in any way restrictive or 
binding, and at the same time, (to give his own language,) be said that * ardent 
spirits had sometimes {^yed the devil with him. But, for the last twelve 
months, he had not tasted a drop, nor did he want any.' 

»• The next pdace I etei^d into was a dram-shop^ in the full tide of success- 
ful experiment, and thronged with loungers. I presented the paper to bis 
honor, the kni^ of the • toddy-stick,' but he would not allow me to leave any 
of the papers, or even interest himself so much as to look on them, when 
he^ascertained that they related to the temperance cause. His principal objec- 
tion was, that it was against his lmnnes$t which fO0$ his Uvir^^ and on that 
ground be would not sign them. 

^The next was a jpocery. I left the papers for the day^ and when I 
leeeived them back I found the foUowing sentim^H inscribed upon the memP- 
xial, « May the cause of temperance prevail far and near, and the names of 
those exemplary characters that instituted it, be enrolled on the list of fiime.' 

^ The next was a steao^)oat office* I reemved one siga^tufe to the pledge 
«iid BMttorial. It perfaap< mi|^ ^ iatweitof t(» gtatc^ ttutt in c qi iB< w *J9» 
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Vtthtbifl office are owned two gtoambotM; which have been emplojred in thd 
e on veyance of paasengen and freij^ on the Hudson river, between the cities 
of New-York and AHmuw, since 1@26. They have, during the last two years, 
disecmtinned the sale of ardent spirits, and the proprietors feel satisfied that 
the business of the concern has not suffered ; but on the contrary, has been 
materially benefitted by such a course.** 

**One person,'* says one of the committee of the Snd ward, to whom I 
presentea the pledge, said, *I wish I could command my desires sufficiently to 
warrant me to sign it,*— hoped the temoerance cause would prosper, and still 
looked fi>rward to the day when he comd deny himself so as to come forward 
into the ranks of temperance ; though at present, his passion for strong drink 
ovetpowered his better reason. He urged me sincerely to do all I could to 
promote the cause.*' 

«• There are, (reports the Secretary of the 6th ward,) 258 persons in this 
ward, licensed to seU spirituous liquors ; and besides, numbers are selling 
without licenses. The Alderman states that he has fined about twenty for 
this, and sixty for selling on the Sabbath. The greatest number of votes 
ever polled in this ward is about 1750, and doubtless many of the voters had 
not the proper qualifications. Persons who violate the laws of God and man, 
as has been stated, would hardly scruple to make the oath which has been 
required of those whose riefat to vote is challenged. Suppose, then, we have 
but 1648 entitled to vote, mr every sixth one we have a liquor store and dram- 
shop. 

«« There may be twenty grocers in this ward who do not sell ardent spirits^ 
and most of these are of the society of Friends; One of the grocers who sold 
ardent spirits, has lately abandoned that part of hi» business, as we believe^ 
fo conscience sake* 

** If decent rooms wete once opened tat the sale of some wholesome drink, 
they would present a ccmtrast to the shops. They would draw off the best 
part of the. day-laborers, mechanics, &c. and offer excellent local head quar- 
ters to the temperance societies. They might thus soon draw a necessary 
line between the temperate and intemperate, among the nvddlo and lower 
classes, which has not yet been effectually drawn. 

** It is very desirable that jomne3nnen and apprentices should be paid thebr ^« 
wages at the beginning, or in the middle of the week, that the present tempta- 
tiens to mis-spend their earning on the Sabbath may be removed. If this 
subject were recommended, with the practice of making deposits in the 
savingB bank, many evils mi^t be avoiaed. 

** A pleasant younff man, & mechanic, who refVised to sign the pledge, after 
about thirty days culed on the distribntor and requested permission to do it, 
and gave his name, stating that he hid thought on the subject, and would no 
longer withhold it, and had come to a fiill determination to leave off dissipation 
and folly. This was about fifteen days since, and onlSatnrday last, he called 
again, with two likely yocmg men, who also signed. 'We learn fiom his com- 
pankms that the reformation thus ftr is veiy striking. 

**J. T. signed the pledge, and wrote the following on a circular left at his 
Loose : * Nmeteen years & drunkard, I sign for myself and all mankind. I 
ftond it a great hmt. Sirs,! have not tasted any liquor since last August I 
hope every ftoodcitiasen will sign this. Gentlemen,! feel in better heuth, and 
I ttiink it wul improve my way. I should like to know where you hold your 
meetings.* 

««The following extracta from the disltrict reports of the members of the 
£j!90ative Committee, show w}iat vast good can be done : * When one persoo 
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in & shop or a hooee has signed the pledge, it eoon goes through. It is talked* 
about, and seems so unreasonable to refuse, that another sk^ns, and anotheri 
till the opposcr has the majority against him, and by and by he is left entirely 
alone. It is of no use to attempt to hold out. 

** There is reason to believe that some of the Journeymen in one of these 
shops, spend not less than two dollars a week for ardent spirits-— 9104 per 
year ! — the Tery money, perhaps, for the want of which their families may be 
wretched and suffering. * I believe it is all true,' remarked a poor mechanic, 
in his cellar, on hearing this fact ; < drinking does a fi;reat dM of harm, but I 
Jiave used liquor for twenty years, and it would be hard to give it up now.' 
When he was reminded how his little shivering child might be rendered com- 
fortable by the mone]^ he thus threw away, he replied, * yes, that's true. Tiie 
temperance society is very good for people that have never begun to drink 
liquor.' 

** It is very clear, that if licenses to retail spirits were not given to firocerB 
a vast deal of evil would be prevented. Persons in tiie lower walks <?life>— 
even the honest and sober, are sometimes compelled to contract small debts 
for food. To gratify the mcer they are sometimes tempted to drink, and 
thus they are often, it is believed, kept in a kind of bonda^^ of a most injuri- 
ovs nature. If the grocer had no interest in encouraging the use of liquor, ho 
would be a decided advocate of temperance. 

** I called at the house of an old gentleman and was for the first time invi- 
ted to walk in, which I did, and told him the object of my calling. He imme- 
diately took the paper and put his name to it. He said that his grandchild- 
ren were not in, but he would assure me that they did not taste of any 
intoxicating liquor ; ' for,' continued he, * my family have used nothing but 
rain water for several years, and we find our health much improved.' 

^ Another member of our committee remarks that * there are in his district 
two boarding houses, and fourteen porter houses and groceries, in allof wtdch 
ardent spirits are retailed in great Quantities. The keeper of one of these 
sud he had no objection to our leavmg a circular, «bnt,' said he, 'why do the 
corporation grant licenses to retail anient spirits,' if the practice is so bad) 
They are anxious to get mv ten dollars, and they know, when they give the 
license, ardent spirits will be retailed, and drank ; and how am I to ^y my 
ten dollars, if I do not sell it. They should not,' said he, * countenance the 
wron^, by granting licenses. Thev approve of it, or else ihej would not ffive 
permission. They are,' continued he, * anxious for my ten dollars, and i am 
anxious to pay them ; and also, if I should not, my boarders who wish to 
drink ardent spirits would leave me, and go where they could be accom^ 
modated.' 

** A general good impression has been made. Almost all the persons I 
conversed with, even wnere they did not sign, would say it was a good thing*. ^ 
Some of the grocers said it was a bad business to sell rum — that they did not 
like it ; but plead that they could not support their fiimiliee without selling 
liquor. ^ One large grocer said he did not drink lienor himself, but he sold it, 
and could not sign — but did not wish to have his cnildren drunkards, and had 
them all sign ; also, the boy that tended the*grocery. Some colored people 
very readily signed the pledge. 

** One benefi arising from this efibrt will be, that a great many persons 
have been made acquainted with the subject, who, comparatively, nad never 
heard any thing about it before. 

'^One old man of seventy-seven years said he was glad to heajf of such an 
fflbit— that he abhorred drunkenness. On calling ftr the circuloTi tie had 
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llt|Bed it; but I perceived that two ibmtles, his grand-dauglitert, who lived 
with him, were both iBtemperate. 

** At the Five Pomts, a man whose grocery wa§ full of all eorts of creaturee 
^-mostly mulatto females — came to the door and took the paper ; owned that 
ielHogrum was bad business, and that he meant to get out of it. 

** In visiting the poor in Mulberry street, I saw a woman about thirty-five 
years of age« with both her eyes dreadfully bruised. On asking the cause, she 
«aid her husband had done it. I inquired where he was. She pointed to the 
MXKD, and I found the man, in some measure intoxicated ; and he too was 
injured fay the violence of his wife. There was much crimination and recri- 
nuMtion ; and it appeared that hrandy had been the cause. A small child 
•tood beside the mother, and soon four other children came in from the Sabbath 
school. The man said he had a pious mother, and was himself a universa- 
list. The woman said she was a fine girl when she married, and her husband 
had rained her. I spoke to them of the influence of such an example to their 
children. The father, an inteUigent man, pointing to his son about eleven 
rears of age, said, * That is my oldest boy, and he cannot be persuaded to go 
-Qt brandy.' I asked, < Is he not right V and he replied, unhesitatingly, * Yes* 
he is.' Jm the course of conversation, they appeared somewhat alarmed, and 
promised to give their names to the temperance society. The next morning, 
a^rreeably to appointment, the father called, as he went to his work, and 
signed the temperance pledge. His little son accompanied him for the pur- 
pose of canying it to his mother, and returned with her name also attached 
to the pledffe. Two weeks afterwards, I called and found the parents and 
children at nome, and the aspect of things considerably improved. Both 
assured me they had entirely abstained, not only from distilled liquors, but 
from all intoxicating drink ; and the improvement in their countenance was 
already manifest. Feelings of mutual kindness were now exhibited. He 
Mifl it was pretty tough work at first, to abstain, but every day it grew easier 
and easier. The bov* who had so interested himself in the work of reform, 
▼ohmtarily eonfimed the statement of his parents, and appeared to feel that 
thek hi^pmess was much increased by the change. 

Member qf^ik Ward Ex, Com. N. Y. CUy Temp. Soc. 

M A vessel has lately arrived at this port from France, with a cargo, chiefiy 
^ofVrisdy ; and the captain states that < while it lay on the wharf a number of 
persons got access to it, one of whom died on the spot, another tumbled over- 
board, and with difficulty was recovered, and several besides were intoxi- 
cated.' Could the history of that one importation be fully known, what a 
Uack catalogue of crime and wretchedness would be established." 

*• A meaiTOr of the temperance society who had for years refrained from 
the use of ardent spirits, and refused to deal in them, had, among other 
freigfat for his vessel, engaged a considerable quantity of brandy in pipes. On 
bei|^ asked if it was consistent to carry it to a people who were less restrained 
in its use than ourselves, he saw the impropriety of doin^ it, and requested 
the merchant to excuse him from taking it, which he readily did." 

** One CTocerin my district," says another, *<has made up his mind, from a 
sense of duty, to abandon the sale of liquors the first of May." 

**The committee of the 8th ward," says the secretary, "resolved, that, as 
the war of temperance was a war of extermination, they, clad in the arm<nr 
of truth and love, would, as good soldiers, enlist for life^ or until intemperance! 
withits ooooomilant evilt shall be expelled from our ward i|nd city. 
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•«That the labors of the committee mijrht be more efficient^ the tecreUij 
endeavored to assign to each man the district in which he resided, that tJtM 
influence of private friendship and good neighborhood, might be made to heu 
favoraUy on our cause. Also, requesting each one to fonn a sub-committee 
of such ladies and gentlemen residmg in we district, as were willing to assist 
in visiting their neighbors, removing objections and prejudices against our 
cause, and influencing the family and neighborhood as a whole to five their 
pledge totally to abstain from ardent spirits ; to promote habits of indu^ry and 
economy among the poor, and to conciliate their ffood will and^afibcticms, by 
endeavoring, so far as consistent, to assist the really deserving when in needi 
4lc. Although we have not as ^et, been able to carry our plan into fliU efiecti 
we are gradinUy approaching it, and some of the committee have thus fiur 
nobty sustained the enterprize. On^ twenty-^i^t out of the sixtf, of our 
committee, have however reported ; yet, the aggregate of pledges, by them 
obtained, is about sixteen hundred, exclusive of the association in the Rev. 
Mi, Ludlow's church, of four or five hundred, making in the ward about two 
thousand, pledged to total^abstinence from ardent spirits ; and perhaps an equal 
number, who £ive not yet signed the pledge, are governed by its principles— 
a result highly auspicious, and honorable to the moral sense of the communitgr 
—•and as the field is but just prepared ibr q>eration, and our committee having 
enlisted during the war, we trust we may justly anticipate far greater 
thmuphs. All that seems necessary, (with perseverance,) under God, to final 
conquest, is embraced in two words — ' light and love.* The nature and 
^ect of our society ; the benefit to be derived firom the adoption of its prin- 
ciples, both temporal and eternal; its economy; the inutility and danffer of 
the use of strong drink, and the miseries following in its train^-preBsed home 
to the consciences and good sense of evcnry individual, in the ^irit of iffoe- 
tionate interest for their own and their children's welfare, cannot jongbe ine^ 
ficacious, as the results of many of the committee clearly testify. 

« As I entered a dwelling inhabited by females," says one of the committee. 
M in the first apartment I found four ladies ; the gentleman soon exkUanngf I 
observed that I had called in behalf of the tempersnce cause, introduoedl^ 
the circular I had previously left, and hoped I should find them disposed to 
lend their influence to the cause by giving me their jded^ ; to which ona 
replied in great anger, she considered my call an impertinent intmsiont «i 
they were already temperate enough ; the others endeavored to ridicule me, 
the society and the cause. I replied, had I not supposed tiiem tempeialei I 
should not have invited them to join us ; as it was by the aid of the temperate 
alone we expected to succeed, and as to the object of the society, it was to 
prevent the suffering of mothers and children, firom the ruin and degradation 
of intemperate husbands and sons, that their children might prove a blessing 
instead of a curse ; but I would leave it to their own aense of duty, as motheie 
and daughters, and to their obligations to Him who was the author ok all theur 
mercies ; and commending the canse to their unprejudioed coosideratioii, I 
passed to the next room, where the inmates overhearing our ooDfersatioB, 
three immediately signed the pled^ ; the fourth, not quite reserved, desired I 
would call the next day. On calling the next day, I was met at the door 
bj the lady who so angrily assailed me the day previous. <Sir,' says she, 




before yon left the houee. 
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"In my tract district," ssyb the same committeeman, ''out of our ward, I 
obtained last month eighlif -five names, many of whom were wives and chil-' 
dren of drunken husbands and fathers, some of whom grasped the paper with 
a teaiibl eye and joyful "heart, that they could unite with such a society ; cal- 
culated to save their children from the drunkard's grave, if they could not 
reclaim their fathers, whose savage abuse and disgusting brutality rendered 
their lives a perpetual curse. Thus, there is every reason to hope, that manj 
of these poor children of drunken fathers may, through the influence of this 
society, be rescued from the withering curse of their fathers' example, and 
grow op, temperate, useful citizens. 

''I entered a house," sayrs another, ''where, over the wash-tub, stood a 
young and respectable lo(mng woman, and beside her, fbur interesting, but 
•quafid children, and in the comer sat, or rather lay, a man in a state of 
brutal intoxication. 1 observed, the object of my visit was to see if she would 
give" the influence of her name and example to the cause of temperance. In 
an agony of tears she seized the pledge, subscribed her own and children's 
names, whilst the loathsome object in the corner belched out his curses against 
temperance societies and the suflTering woman whose husband he proved to 
be. Seeing her extreme poverty, we inquired if we could aid her. She said 
she had been compelled the day be^re to ap[^v to the corporation for a load of 
wood, and as she received the order she told the officer, if they would grant 
no more licenses to seU rum, she should not be under the necessity of apply* 
ingtothem for help. On inquiry it appeared he had been a respectable man 
a^ a good mechanic, but firom a temperate he soon became an intemperate 
' drinker, and then an avowed infidel, and his wife, in early life, with her little 
babes, reduced to the lowest depths of human wretchedness. On one occa- 
sion he came home intoxicated, and after abusing and threatening her ajid 
her children, he seized the axe, and before aid could be procured to rescue 
it firom him, he destroyed all the furniture in the house." 

" As I met <me of the rum drinking and selling fraternity," says anothert 
^ he accosted me by saying, " you are one of those of whom the Savior spoke^ 
as "enterii^into widow's houses and leading astray silly women." To which 
I replied : No sir, but I am one of those who are endeavoring to rescue the 
^laxobB fVom the jaws of the wolf in sheep's clothing — a keen rebuke to a dram- 
selling prof^V." *^ ^ 

" I herewith transmit you about forty names," says another, " as the fhiit 
of this afternoon's labor. I had delayed and delayed calling for names : and 
im imagination had created so many lions in the way, that Iwas on the point 
of'^sending in my resignation when I received your note. I arose immedi- 
ately, resolving to go out that day, and was surprised to see with what readi- 
ness they gave me their pledgje. I am convinced nothing is wanting but light 
on the subject to bring oar entire population under the influence of temperance 
principles. 

**! called at the store of a respectable merchant," says another," "and 
observed we were engaged in a very important enterprise in our ward and 
city, and I came to invite him to unite with us in its achievement. He 
incpiired the object, and being informed it was the temperance enterprise, he 
observed he highly approved of the cause, believed it had been the means of 
great good, but as he was a temperance man, and opposed to pledges, he saw 
no reason why he should give his. I replied, he probably reasoned as I once 
did myself on the subject— as I felt no danger of becoming intemperate my- 
self. I thou^t the influence of my name of no advanta^ to others ; but I 
•000 fbund I had fHends andvfcquaintances, not quite as temperate as 1 wms. 
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yet making use of my argament, and quoting me as authority for their lefbsioff 
to join the society. Finding thus that my mfluence and example was claim^ 
on the side of drunkenness, and being a &ther of flhildren who might also be 
influenced by my actions, I resolved to give my pledge totally to abstain from 
ardent spirits. The result was, three of those persons who had in pursuance 
of my example refused to join, now followed my example in abstaming from 
strong drink and in pledging themselves as members of our society— <too of 
whom had previously been so far lost as to be picked up in the streets in a 
state of intoxication, but for two or three years have drank no intoxicating 
drink— one of whom had professed religion, become intemperate, and was 
expelled, but now is restored, and as yet lives the life of a Christian. The 
other within five )rears had become a drunkard, squandered a handsome for- 
tune left him by his father, is now reclaimed in his habits, restored in charac- 
ter, and in respectable business. My children also in imitation of my exam- 
ple had voluntarily enrolled their names on the temperance Ust, and perhaps 
if he were to adopt the same course similar results might fdlow. He replied, 
if he thought his mfluence would be as salutary he wcmld readily jmn us ; bcft 
as he was opposed to pledges he must take time to consider it, desiring me 
however to call sfain. Several weeks after, passing his store, I stepped in* 
when he accosted me by saying^ *sir, I have thouoht much of our fbimer con- 
versation, and have concluded it is no sacrifice, out a duty for every tempe- 
rate man to join your society ; and turning to a young man who was berore 
influenced by his arguments, observed, < come, let us both give oar names to a 
society which has no reasonable amnnent against it ; but every principle of 
triith, of reason, of humanity, and ofpatriotism in its fkvor." 

** I was last sabbath," says another of the committee, a physician, ** waA fbtf 
professionally, in great haste, and on arriving at the house I found a very 
respectable, and, formerly flourishing mechanic, with an amiable wifo and two 
lovely children — himself lying on his bed, weltering in his Uood, and !im 
throat cut nearly from ear to ear ! On inquiry I round he bad thoogbt it 
necessary to go to a neighboring grocery for a little stimulas, until a sboft 
time past : he had increased the firequency and quantity of his drangfats, till 
they produced a temporary delirium, and in the madness of his phiinsy he 
had committed the deed." 

"Finding a poor woman in my district," says another, •« who went out to 
work by the day, I invited her to join our society. She said temperance wm 
a good thing, and she never meant to drink too much ; but as she labored very 
hu^ she thought it necessary to drink some. I infbirmed her himdreds of 
thousands labored without it who once thought as she did, and performed thof 
services with less fatigue, and retained better health than before ; and if she 
would try the experiment for a month she could convince herself <^ its truth ; 
that a firoman informed me he had served on board one of our Hudson rhrer 
steamboats three years without using it, and retained good health, while ^vm 
within that time had died with fiitigue that daily used spirits on board them. 
After a good deal of solicitation, she resolved <m the principle of totally 
abstaininfr from alcohol for one month. In about six weeks I called to see 
her, and she assured me she had tried Uie experiment, and was satisfied ardeofc 
spirit was unnecessary for her health and strength. I then requested hnr 
pledge. She objected by saying she was but a poor, lone woman, had no 
mfluence, and her name wotild be of no avail ; beisides, the companions witb 
whom she labored all drank, and firequently the mistress of the house whert 
she labored would bring it to her and the others ; and if (hey found out she wac 
& member'of the temperance society they would ridicule and plague her so 
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tibat it would be unpleasant (br her to work with them. I replied that was 
the veiy reason I wished her to join ; that she roifht influence by her exam- 
ple the people with whom she labored ; apd if the ladies whom she served 
should offer her strong drink, I wished her reflisal to rebuke a habit so dishon- 
orable to a lady ; and as she had found it of no use to her there was no reason 
why she should not give her pledge. She accordingly gave it About four 
months after, I called, found her at home, in company with another woman. 
* Oh,' says she, the tear trembling in her eye, * how happy I am that I ever 
joined the temperance society. I then told you I had no mfluence, but God 
has shown me Uiat I have. I have got four other women to sign the pledge, 
two of whom sometimes drank too much. They all go with me now to church, 
and two of them are anxiously inquiring what they shall do to be saved.' " 

•^Ahod carrier," says a physician, «*went into a dram shop grocery last 
summer and asked for some brandy and pepper to keep away the cholera. 
Beinf warned of the danger, he ridiculed cold water drinkers — ^was not afraid 
of dying of the diolera — mixed his gill of pepper and brandy, drank it ofl^ in a 
few minutes was seized, and in a few hours was a corpse !" 

Of the cases of the intemperate reclaimed, the following are worthy of 
notice: 

** One had been a drunkard from early youth, insomuch that he was dis- 
qioalifled firom learning the trade to which he was indented, that of a black- 
■mith, and served in the shop as a common hand. Last August, partially 
intoadcated, he came into the shop of his former shopmate, (who was a tem- 
perate man and a Christian,) was suddenly seized with the cholera, and in 
the aifooy of despair, expecting every minute to be his last, he fell upon the 
floor and cried to God for mercy, saying to the owner of the shop, if he had 
only followed his advice, he should not only have been a sober man, and had 
Mnathingto keep his fiunily from want and beggary, but in this solemn hour 
have fioild God his fnend inirtead of his righteous enemy. After many lamen- 
litioos fyt his wickedness and crime, he begged his friend to pray for him, 
emlainring, * Oh, if God would but spare me, I would never taste ardent 
SBiriit agiiB, which has been the ruin of both my body and soul. His friend 
observed he had so long sinned against light, and against knowledge, he feared 
it WM too late, yet God was ahfe both to restore him to health and to save 
hk soul. He th^ sent for a diysician, removed him to the house, and he 
inally lecoreied. «In about three weeks,' says the narrator, he called a^dn 
. to my shop, mndk improved in appearance and health, and saying he nad 

lasted of no s* ^•^-'- -^- ^ ' '- -"-- -'-- --• •- ^^^-' — 
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loaned him the money ; and to mv surprise,' said he, 'in about three months 
thereafter, vdio should enter my shop but this man, ^ clothed and in his ri^t 
mind;" so much altered for the better, that at first 1 did not recognize him : 
Mjnnff, * here sir is the ten dollars you loaned me, for which I thank you. I 
have drunk no ardent spirits since last August, nor ever intend to. I have 
winm n d to the oity, found plenty of work, earned and paid for food and cloth- 
ii^ for nys^and family, and now we are comfortable and happy. Since I 
hatve quit drinking, I hope I have found a Savior, and now have come to you 
to Isam how I shall enter the class as a probationer ; for henceforth I mean 
to sorve the Lord.' He is now stedfiust and temperate, thou^ about two 
aoDths since he was so ill as to send for a physician, who, loving the medi- 
tina himself^ prescribed alcohol disA;uised ^itoth other ingredients, which as 
■Don as the poor man disoovered, so distressed him, that he sent immediately 
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to hiB Ibnner friend to inquiie what to do, who tdd him if he used it as a med^ 
cine, he much feared it would again become Ms master, and then hifl raiB$ 
bpon which he flung away his nostrum, resolving never again to take the 
prescription of a rum-drinking doctor — and thus fsa is sa^. And here I can^ 
not avoid contrasting the influence of habits in the accumulation of property, 
in the history of these two men. They were both, for years, laborers m the 
same shop, one as joumejrman, the other as an apprentice. One abstained 
entirely horn ardent spirit, spent his sabbaths in the house of God, and v»y 
0oon after establishing a shop of his own, banished strong drink entirely from 
^his premises, allowing neither apprentices or journeymen to use it ; married 
younff, has supported a large family, and now owns, as his neighbor infonaed 
me, £ree houses and a larsre shop, beside a farm in the country worth at least 
thirty thousand dollars. While the other with the same advantages, who is 
also married and has five children, but in consequence of his gross intempe- 
rance until last August, has lived a life of poverty and wretchedness, and his 
family nearly every winter, and frequently at other timee, supported by piU»lia 
or pnvate charity. 

** The other case was related to me in the following manner : ' Calling inter 
a shop venr well stocked with an assortment of goods, a purchaser entered 
to whom 1 introduced the subject of temperance and requested him to sigti 
our pledge ; understanding from the lady attending the store that he was a poof 
man, and the father of several children, had just married a second wife, and 
heretofore in the habit of drinking fireely, I endeavored to show him the ec<m' 
omy of temperance in a family as well as in other advantages, when thsr 
lady enforced my arfifuments by sayinff she could testify to the truth of m/ 
remarks with regard to economy y * &r,' says she, * all you see in this shop 
is the saying of temperance in three year$* At that moment the owner came 
in, and hearing what had been said, replied, < yes, it is a truth, that all yoa 
see here^ is the savings of temperance— and an acquaintance informed me that 
until three or four years since he was intemperate and poor, but then quit 
drinking, united with the temperance sociefr and the church, and is now a 
respectable, industrious man, and an ezemplEuy Christian !' " 

** One of the committee, a tract distributor for the last three years, in his 
report, made last winter, speaking of the influence of that benevolent institu- 
tion in promoting habits of economy and temperance among the poor, says, 
*In my district I have obtained for^-two names ]:dedged to total abstinence 
fVom ardent spirit, about one half of whom are def»endent on their earnings as 
day laborers for a support.'" 

** During the two previous winters about fifteen families, a part of them 
eolored, were aided by the city corporation and by the ward committee, in 
sums annually, as I can ascertain, of from 9300 to 9^00, to sustain them 
during the inclemency of the season. But the present winter, ri831 — 2,) 
which has been as severe, I believe, as either of the preceding, ana there has 
been much more sickness than usual in their families, they have not thus 
hi received, either in public or private charity, to my knowledge, one cent, 
and their families have been comfortably provided for by themselves, simj^y 
by saving their daily sixpences, shillings and quarters, that they used to spend 
for drams, and with them procuring food, clothing and fuel. I have for more 
than eighteen months endeavored to impress upon them the economy, as well 
as diffnity and pleasure, of temperance ; but apparently not with much effect, 
till, during their suffering last winter, when I showed them by simple calcu- 
lation, that by totally abstaining from ardent spirits they would save enough 
out of their own earnings to afford them a much better supply of the necessa* 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



22 

ties of life than they now obtained by chari^, beeides the honorable fphit of 
independence in helping themeelves, viz. : that if they drank one dlass a day 
at three cents, in a year it would amount to ten dollars ninety-nve cents ; 
if two, to twenty-one dollars ninety cents ; if three, to thirty-two dollars eighty 
ftve cents ; if four, to forty-three dollars eighty cents ; if six, to sixty-five 
dollars seventy cents — a sum suflScient to buy either food, clothing, or fiiel for 
a small famity a year ; and in twenty years to one thousand three hundred 
and fourteen dollars. I then endeavored to convince them it did them no 
good* but injury— that they could do without it, and enjoy better health and 
endure more fatigue. The result has been as stated above; many of them 
have joined the temperance society, and those that have not 1 believe do not 
keep ardent spuits in their houses, or purchase at the grog shop. Thus we 
eee that the grand- secret of diminishing our taxes, and liaving the great 
muority of the poor support themselves, is to give them the means of religious 
knowledge, and induce them to form correct moral habits, and totiJly to 
abstain uom ardent spirits.' " 

STATISTICS. 
**The population of our ward is supposed to be about 80,000, consisting of 
4700 families. Number of groceries licensed to -sell rum, and dram shops, 
exclusively such, 204. Number selling without license, unknowii : of the 
thirty fbund by our vigilant inspector twenty-six have been either induced to 
stop, prosecuted, or their characters whitewashed, and they made good loyal 
citizens, by paying ^10 for the privilege of selling on ; four are incorrigible. 
Stopped selling from principle, five ; and several others do not intend renew- 
ing tneir licenses ; dry groceries, four ; closed through failure, several ; one 
of whom asserted, had it not been for his losses fix>m his rum-drinking cus- 
comers, he might still have been in profitable business. One landlord, to 
his cr^t, refijsed to rent his grocery store to men that would sell ardent 
spirits, and rented it for a dry grocery at $75 a year less than was offered 
him by those who wished to sell liquor. One, on which the occupant has a 
lease, he offered to give him $25 a year if he would quit selling strong drink. 
Drunkards reclaimed, unknown. The secretary however knows three, beside 
several young men who occasionally drank to excess, one of whom was an 
only son, ana heir to an estate, estimated at 950,000. The amount of ardent 
spirits consumed there ia no means of accurately ascertaining, as those inte- 
rested in the traffic will not state. But if each licensed dramshop averages 
^ye hogsheads it will make 166,260 sallons ; and if each dramshop should 
make three drunkards, usually a smul allowance, it would amount to 606. 
But the new law, authorizing the committal of every vagrant, executed in 
a praiseworthy vigilance, which every good citizen will gladly sustain by our 
police, will soontmn their numbers, and enable our wives and children to pass 
the streets without insult or danger. Number of paupers, or those made 
by intemperance, and requiring puUic charity, unknown ; but during the cho- 
lera last summer, 1550 were aided by the charitable committee, to the amount 
of about 94000 in cash, besides large amounts of clothing, flannels, &c. inde- 
pendent of anv aid from the corporation — ^nearlv all of whom were reduced 
to destitution by previous intemperance, or the daily habit of spending part of 
their earnings for ardent spirit. A few honorable exceptions I believe there 
were^ though we know of no instance of a member of the temperance society 
a)>plying fbr aid. 
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CITY FINANCES. 

*« According to the comptrdler's report, our city expenses the last yeaf 
amounted to ^^893,886 24, and for the ensuing year they are estimated at 
»9»4,228 80 ; «685,385 74 of which for the last year was raised by a direct 
tax, and for the ensuing year's expenses an additional tax is proposed of $164,^ 
614 26 ; making in all, to be taken from the pockets of the temperate poor a# 
well as the rich, ^^850,000 direct tax, or ^ 12 for every man, woman and 
child in our city ; or for every family of six persons |^ 72^ cents, within a 
fraction, besides an estimated income of $165,700 from other sources— making 
the OQormous sum of $1,015,700 to enable our corporation to govern, protect, 
and license three thousand grog shops, in a small community, according to the 
last census of 207,000 souls ! Yes, fellow citizens, $315,782 08 of this sum 
is for the support of our criminal, pauper, and civil establishment ; without 
one cent of the incidental expenses of that scourge, the cholera, probably 
induced by our city vices, amountinfir to an additional sum of $102,575 85 
<T)esides the ordinary pubhc and special private charities^ which together fomur 
the grand total of $418,358 85, making nearly one half of all our city expenses ^ 
and all this too, to support a little less than three thousand groff shops, who 
pay for the privilege of producing all this crime, povertv, wretchedness and 
taxation, according to the comptroller, a net revenue of v22,187 ; and we the 
other people pay ^M00,000 more than we otherwise should if no drams were sold 
or drank in our city. But suppose only half of the expenses of the cholera 
were char^able to drinking, we would then have $51,287 03, and five sixths 
of our criminal, police and pauper establishments, which would be $2^,309 19 ; 
and one half of the salaries of officers, which would amount to $18^12 03, 
making in all $302,099 15, as a tax for licensed vices ! or over $10,000 taken 
by tax out of the hard earnings of the temperate, industrious part of the 
community, for every licensed dram shop that pays $10 into the treasury. 
Is this right 1 Is it just 1 

*< Chancellor Walworth, head of the highest tribunal known to our laws, 
says, * No law could be more just, than that the maker and vender of ardent 
spirits should be compelled to pay all the expenses of all the crime and pau- 
perism his unrighteous traffic makes.' And what can be more true? If no 
licenses were granted, and no intoxicating liquor drunk in our city, our ^xes, 
instead of being increased $164,614 this year, might be reduced $300,000." 

CHOLERA FACTS. 

1. Soon after the conmiencement of the epidemic, a gentleman was seen by 
his friend calling for brandy at one of our hotels. He inquired if he was not 
afraid to drink, these times ? ' No,' said the other, *a man that drinks one 
glass in other seasons ought to drink two now ;' and immediately called out, 
•landlord, give me another fflass,' which he also drank down. This occurred 
at two o'clock P. M. On the same evening this gentleman was taken with 
the disease, and before the next morning was d^d. 

2. An industrious mechanic who had been drinkinfif a little every day by 
advice; to keep off the cholera, though previously a sc^r man, in less than a 
month contracted such a fondness for ardent spirits, that its efiects'upon his 
health became apparent, and to the remonstrances of his fkaaly he refihed that 
it was the only preventive for the cholera. The disease overtook him, how- 
ever, and though extremely violent, was subdued ; and after reviving from a 
cdlapset repeatedly asked for brandy, which being strictly foibiddea by hia 
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phyttciim, he ebntiiVcid to procure a pint through a visitor who came to see 
Cm ; and although previously on the recovery, and considered out of danger, 
be took a drink, and placed the bottle ninder his bed. Soon after he M 
asleep, from which it was impossible to wake him ; and he died, not of cho- 
lera, but of rum. 

8. A gentleman called on me with^the premonitory imnptoms, for which he 
bad been^ drkildng port wine very freely without relief. On my objecting to 
its use, he said that he had drunk more spirituous liquors since tl^ chofera 
commenced than ever before, because he had been informed that it was a pre- 
t^ntive. I attempted to show him the danger which would result if he con- 
tinued drinking, now that the disease h^ evidentlr assailed him, but he 
declined fbllowing my advice, saying that he would let me know if he got 
worse. On that nig^ he drank at one grog«hop 7 glasses of brandy, because 
he felt worse ; he staggered home, went to bed, and died the next day of 
cholera, produced sjid rendered fatal by the use of port wine and brandy as a 
preventive. 

4. In one grog shop, during the prevalence of the disease, the following 
«wfUl fktality occurred. The keeper of the shop, his wife, and a son, died 
witbxn fbrty-eight hours, all of them intemperate. The shop was emptied, 
and (m Ihe same day another family moved into it, and re-opened the ffroff 
lihop. In a few da3rs, the ]m)prietor, an intemperate man, sickened and died 
of Uie disease in a few hours, ^d a young woman living in the family also 
took tiie disease, and died in the hospital. Thus five deaths occurred m this 
little groff i^p, eveiT individual using ardent spirits as a preventive, and all 
died withm a single fortnight. Strange as it may seem, with a knowledge of 
tibese facts, another rum seller took the premises thus twice emptied of its 
occupants by cholera and deaths and, as I afterwards learned, lost two of his 
fVunily before the disease left our city. How many more deaths occurred 
among the customers of his shop, who can tell ? 

5. Amcmg the families wlunn I professionally attend in this city, are a num- 
ber of individuals who habitually drank ardent spirits, though in their own 
opinion, and that of others, moderately. Imin^ed as I was with the convic- 
tion of the danger of usmg alcohol in anv quantity during the epidemic, <m its 
^mmencement I called on them all, and vamd upon them the absolute neces- 
sity of abandoning their accustomed drink. I succeeded in convincing aH 
these, between 30 and 40, except two. These held out that according to 
advice they had previously received, the^ must continue to take a little, and 
on no account to diminish the usual quantity. AH but these two abandoned at 
dice and totally the use of all stimulating drinks by mv advice. These two 
pursued the even tenor of their way ; one of them died early in the disease, 
and the other was attacked and narrowly escaped with his life. The rest 
without exception escaped the disease, nor did they suffer a sinfirle premoni- 
tory symptom, though many of them were much afflicted with fearful appre- 
hensions, and they were all under my constant observation. 

6. A clergyman informed me that he latelv attended the funeral of a hiw- 
iMmd and faster, who died a drunkard. He learned from the family, that un- 
til last summer, this man was sober, temperate, and industrious. By mista- 
ken medical advice, in Julv last he began to drink a httle as a preventive ot 
the disease. He'escaped the cholera, apd attributing his preservation to the 
ttse of brandy, he continued its use until within a few months, it destroyed 
his heakh, and has now laid him in a drunkard's grave, while his wjfe and 
little ones have been thus ruined by rum, taken only as a medicine to prevent 
the disease. Alas ! how many learned thus to drink, during the last summer, 
and letnied it so well that they cannot now unlearn it! 
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The Secretary of the Fourteenth Ward reports, that 

Of the Twenty-one districts heard from, but five have given written 
reports. From these be selects the following: 

" There are (says one) twelve places in the block where ardent spirits 
are sold, and probably seven hundred inhabitants ; that is, about sixty per- 
sons to each rum shop. The owners of two of these stores expressed 
their determination to discontinue the traffic after the first of May next. 
Three venders are professors of religion ; one of them appears somewhat 
wavering in regard to the lawfulness of his business, and a^eed to read 
the Tract ** On the Traffic in Ardent Spirits," lately published by the 
Tract Society. I have presented a copy of this Tract to all the liquor 
dealers in my district. 

I am convinced that physicians have done their full share in producing 
intemperance in onr city ; and some, perhaps, even now are continuing 
their influeno* in favor or this ruinous eviL Tn almost every family 
where they refused to sign the pledge, the medical use of ardent spirits 
was pleaded as an excuse. One had a periodical pain in his stomach, 
which nothing but brandy would cure ; another, a rheumatic cemplaint^ 
and it was necessary to take '^ a littU?^ for that ; one took it to keep him 
well, and others thought they might want it at some future time on the ac- 
cession of some unknown malady. 

In the course of my labors (he continues) I met a hired girl, whose 
modest and ami^le deportment, prepossessed me in her favor. The fa- 
mily in which she lived declined signmg the pledge, but when the subject 
was presented io her^ she replied, " That she was friendly to the cause, 
and would give her name, if it would do any good." Yet she hesitaled, 
as if there was a reoLSon why she should not I felt so deep an interest 
in her case, I wished to learn this reeuon, and in course of conversation 
with the family, was informed that she was receiving the attentions of & 
young man who " occcuumaUy drank a little ; and as he sometimes asked 
her to drink with him, if she declined from principle, it might* give bin 
offence. I knew " Wine to be a modcer ; and etrons' drink a deceive* J* 
I saw her danger and her duty ; and while I wameo her to shun the one, 
I kindly urged her to perform the other— to make a firm stand, and op« 
pose her entire influence to a course, which if persevered in, would pro* 
bably, entail on the object of her affections disgrace and ruin, and blight 
her fondest hopes. Her heart yet seemed to reluctate. She was opposed 
by the eaamde of the flEunily in which cdie lived. She feared to ofifend 
him ^e loved ; but she saw that the truest test of affection would be, to 
risk his displeasure for the sake of domg him good, in the way of duty. 
She acted nobly— she signed the pledge. CJod grant she may not swerve 
from her purpose, and that it may be the means of raising up another 
family in our city, which shall be unpoUuted with the crime of intem- 
perance. 

Another says, <<In my district, whidi contahis about six hundred inhab- 
itants, I have obtained fifty signatures to the pledge of total abstinence 
In this district is one temperance grocery, and six groceries and porter 
houses where the liquid poison is sold. He also narrates the following 
tragical circumstance. A little girl, while playing near the fire, was en- 
veloped in flames, and so shockingly bnmt as to cause her death alter « 
few days of extreme suffering. Iiie mother was in the room at the time^ 
hat unfile to hdp her dauffhtor, being stupified and prostrated with run 

Another says, '<In my district, one grocer a year smee abandoned the 
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sale of intoxicatinff drink. While collecting my pled^ I was called to 
attend the sick child of a young Scotchman. The child died the same 
day, in consequence of the privations its mother endured from the intern- 
perance of her husband, as I had reason to believe. When the father 
came for a certificate he asked me what ailed the child. I told him the 
child was murdered; that in consequence of his intemperance he had neg- 
lected to provide necessaries for his fjotmily ; that it was my opinion his 
child would have been living at that moment if he had been a sober man ; 
that I could not look upon him as a whit better than a murderer. I con- 
versed m«eh with him, and endeavored to show him I was his friend, and 
would do much for his refbrmati<Mi although 1 talked so harshly. I set 
before him motives drawn from time and eternity to a thorough reforma- 
tion. I felt that something scalding hot was necessary to affect the smed 
feelings of & drunkard. He promised immediate reformation, but did not 
sign the pledge, nor was I on the whole desirous that he should. I gave 
him Rimmer's Speech. When he reached home, he said that I had given 
him a terrible lecture, and that he deserved it. He immediately sat down, 
and silently read the speech which so truly pictured in the one part his 
own case, that ha wept freely. He prayed in his family that night." 

Another says, ^ My district contains about five hundred inhabitants 
which give to the pledge of total abstinence one hundred and fifly-nme 
names, or nearly one-third of its entire population ; and this number, by 
proper exertion, may be considecably increased. In this district there are 
eight places where ardent spirits are sold. The inhabitants are chiefly of 
the middling class ; few are rich, and fewer still who depend on private 
or public charity for their support 

i was convinced that, simple as is the subject of temperance, and 
long as it has been before the public mind, it was yet but imperfectly un- 
derstood. It was obvious light was needed, and lig[ht there must be, or 
little would be done in the work of reform. I perceived moreover, great- 
er sacrifices of time were demanded than I expected, or could well spare 
to the object But for these I prepared myself, and re-enkindled my ardor 
in the good woric, by passing the following resolution in my own mind, 
which I would recommend others to adopt, whose spirits flag as did mine^ 
by a dozen rebuffs in the outset. 

Resolved, As the temperance enterprise justly ranks among the first 
benevolent efforts of the age, it demands with them a corresponding de- 
gree of self-denying labor, to carry its plans forward to their consumma- 
tion. And in the spirit of this resolution, I determined that my perse- 
verance should not relax, until such impressions were made as gave some 
cheering presages of future success. With this feeling I commenced 
anew : and as thejirst pUdgea I obtained beautifully illustrate the doctrine 
of u^uence in connexion with Temperance principles, I will here subjoin 
a brief account of them. 

The temperance subject had been so long before the public, I supposed 
there were but few who did not understand its goieral principles. My 
first visit, which was to a physician, undeceived me. On naming to him 
the work in which I was engaged, with the request that his signature as a 

Erofessional man might sanction the enterprise, he replied, ^^ Temperance 
I a good thing, sir ; but no man need be more temperate than myselt 
My constitution requires stimulants, and abstinence from them, some time 
sinoB, threw me into a typhoid state^ that nearly cost me my life. Besides^ 
sir, I am ti^ ^^iry in pntCing my n«me to papMi, these dtyth*I do not 
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know about your society.'' I then gave him a very particular explan»- ' 
tion. " That sounds very well," he remarked, but is there no political or 
sectarian use to be madex»f it ? I am exceeding jealous of church and 
state matters." I endeavored to remove his scruples on these points by 
directing his attention to the names on the Society's Circular, which I 
held in my hand, (the most of which were known to him) and he would 
see that on temperance ground, good men of every political party, and 
of every religious creed, could meet, and cordially imite their efforts to 
advance its interests. This seemed conclusive, but as he never wished to 
do any thing in a hurry, he would deliberate on the subject, and see me 
again. A few days afterwards I met htm, and he gave me to understand, 
he was willing his name should appear on the circular as a member of the 
committee : but he declined the labor connected with the appointment. 
Such was the result of my interviews with a physician, reputable in his 
profession, in the enlightened city of New York. 

A very respectable man on whom I called, expressed himself friendly to 
the enterprise ; but could not rid his mind of certain indefinable scruples 
to signing pledges ; as if the resolution to be frea a ^'Declaration of Inde- 
pendence," was not the first and only step in order to make him free in- 
deed — yet said he — "if one man has greater reason to abhor drunkenness 
than another, I am that man. I have seen so many evils in the train of 
the drunkard, and have suffered so much on account of Intemperance in 
others, that I have trembled at the bare apprehension of becoming addic- 
ted to the vice myself. I had frequent conversations with him but with 
the like result; he refused to sign the pledge. ''You tell me of influence" 
— said he — "I am an obscure person arid know not that I exert any ; If I 
do, here is the influence of my whole life in favor of temperance, for I a m 
temperate, and every one acquainted with me knows it." But, said I, 
though you are temperate, if you refuse to sign this pledge, you gi^e 
your neighbor, who perhaps is an habitual drunkard, a reason why be 
should not sign it; and whether you design it or not, he will quote 
;^our example in this particular as one he may safely follow, and thereby 
rivet his chains upon him. I thought I had made an impression, and left 
him to his reflection — the sequal is one of interest which I will relate. . 

The Saturday evening ensuing the time I conversed with him, he went 
to a grocery store to purchase articles for the sabbath, where unnoticed 
himself, he overheard a conversation between two men on the subject of 
temperance. One happened to be his neighbor, and as he expressed it, 
'''half seas over," railing bitterly against temperonce societies. "I'll tell 
you Mr." — said the drunken man to his associate, "I don't think much of 
these temperance societies ; there was a fellow wanting me to join, but I 
wasn't such a fool as he took me to be," &c. besides said he ''there's my 

neighbor Mr. , he would not join, and if he would not I am sure I 

need not. l^he man referred to was an interested listener, and what he 
heard spoke conviction to his heart and conscience. He perceived he had 
influence, and that influence was on the wrong side ; and as he afterwards 
told me, he slept not until his name was appended to a temperance cir- 
cular." 

One of our Committee, says the report of the 11th Ward, states as fol- 
lows : I entered upon this work, firmly believing that it is the cause of 
God and my country, and with a determination to persevere. The result 
has been that, although at first almost discouraged by numerous refusals 
to sign the pledge, I have never been ao well rewarded in any labor I 
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hate ever undertaken. There are In my district 55 familiea and about 220 
persons, above the age of ten years from whom I have obtained 90 signa- 
tures, and feel|encouraged that I shalljif I persevere and faint not, procure be- 
fore another anniversary, at least enough additional names to equal the 
one half of all over ten years of age. 

The weapons which I have used are facts / which I have found suffi- 
cient to remove former prejudices and opinions in ihe minds of about lor- 
ty of the ninety who at first peremptorily refused to sign the pledge. The 
first family I visited was composed of a man, his wife, and two sons about 
10 and 12 years old. The two boys had attended one of the public meet- 
ings, and had made up their minds to join the temperance society, and had 
converted their mother. The father refused, but when he come to see his 
little sons enlist so freely and determinedly in a cause which he acknow- 
ledged to be good, he would not resist, and gave his name. Another fam- 
ily, the heads of which are both professors of religion, declined signing. — 
I left the pledge after some conversation, and said I should call again, and 
hoped they would after further reflection sign it. I called in a few days 
when the husband handed me the pledge without a signature, saying, af- 
ter mature deliberation he had made up his mind not to sign the pledge, 
alleging that he and his family were all temperate, and there was no 
need for them to sign it, and as for the example, he thought it was quite 
as greatjwithout his signing as with. I put the paper into my pocket, tell- 
ing him I was grieved to think a professing christian should withhold his 
name in so gocra a cause — after reasoning the matter for half an hour he 
took back the pledge and sent it to my house the next day with the signa- 
tin^s of his whole family, eight in number. 

I went into a barber's shop, where after obtaining the signature of the 
barber and his wife, 1 listened to the following relation, which was ad- 
dressed to me, by one of two stone masons, who were sitting in the shop. 
He ftays to me, among our Fraternity, there is a bribe offered for drinking. 
Here is my companion on my right, who is a temperance man, who drinks 
nothing, and we have worked together all summer, and I have drunk from 
three to Ave glasses per day, and have now more money in my pocket 
than he. The reason is this: by tiplmg with the foreman I became a fa- 
vorite for that cause, and he allowed me a shilling per day more than my 
companion, who did more work than either the foreman or myself, because 
ie always continued at work, while we went off to the grocery for our grog, 
'i he secret of this business is, "says ^^," that you have only to be on good 
terms with the foreman, and you will pass for an industrious working fel- 
low, as the boss is always satisfied if the foreman is. To the truth of all 
this, his companion assented, and added, that on account of his not drink- 
ins with the foreman, he was unkindly treated by him, and all the odd jobs 
and dirty work was put upon him. 

I found two firemen who intimated they would desi^ from drinking 
ardent spirits^ were it not that they thought it necessary when they be- 
come wet, chilled and fatigued at a fire. One of them expressed much grat- 
itude towards the realfr'iends of firemen, who distributed coffee amongst 
them at the late fire in Chambers street, and said that in consequence, 
he did notbelieveone person in the company to which he belonged, dnmk a 
drop of ardent spirits that night, and they all feltthem'^elves more refresh- 
ed and more comfortable than when they had drunk ardent spirits. 

About twenty professing christians refused signing the pledgfe on its 
first boing presenfck), all of whom except six have been prevailcfd upon to 
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sign— as a general rule the wives of drmikards refuse to sign the pledge. 

1 have ten habitual drunkards in my district, while, bj the application 
of the rule of their allowing the same number to exist m other parts of 
the ward, according to the population, gives 510 to this ward, and by the 
same rule 6,666 to the city, and about 400,000 to the United States.'* 

Another of the committee states, *^Th^ one woman who has a dnmken 
husband is not permitted to have the word of Ck>d in the house, and 
that he has burnt several bibles which have been given to her." 

There are a number of groceries which sold liquor on the sabbathy and hi 
one, no less than six bovs came in drunk, and asked for more liqu or du- 
ring last sabbath. We believe that many of the boys in this city are min- 
ed by means of access to groceries which are kept open on the sab- 
bath. 

We also are satisfied from observation and inqniry that almoslall t he 
pauperism and crime in this ward may be attributed to the alarming evil 
of intemperance. 

In 83 blocks of the 11th Ward, are 87 groceries which sell ardeat 
spirit; 4 have abandoned the sale, and several others intend to do so.— 
Two of the committee were grocers wioio had abandoned the sale from 
principle. 



The report of the 15th ward states that, «« Already the raspeotaUe 
the inhabitants who refuse their names, seem anxious to give some i 
exf^anation, and quite frequently auggeai to us, *they eoidially aj 
object, thoufffa they pray to be excused from the pledge/ ^-^ 

**If our whole committee would go on for twelve months mere in good 
earnest, we should hardly leave a decent man in the ranks of ram lirinksia 

** We hope the city societr will feel themselves enlwted ia this senricet 
*to the dose of the war.' £ven our little children make q>eeches in their 
schools in favor of temperance, and pcnntto the diunkavd as tbs lowesi gisde 
of man. 

^ No end can be expected to the excuses made 1^ those who nefltfe the 
pledge. We have had the whole catalogue, from the man afllicted with the 
nydrophobia, * and cannot bear the sight of cold water,' down to the fear that 
•signing the pledge would make them sick, so they wodd have to driidc 
brandy ev&ry day as a medicine.' 

••A porterhouse keeper told us he considered this a political manmuvie to 
destroy the porter house^ where the poor go to read the papMs. 

*• Some of the dealers in ardent spirits sav thejr are sick of it, and despise 
he business as much as any of us, and would qmt it if the^ knew what else 
to follow to support their ia^ies ; indeed there seems an unpreesion amonf 
some of the dealers that this reform wDl ultimately destroy tnelr craft; and 
they offer to abandon now, on a promise of patronage in the other department 
of their business. 

««This object must be free from the charge of •church and state pc^icy ;' for 
we number among the refusals clergymen, church officers and private Chris- 
tians ; and men of all religious denominations ; and men of no religioii. But 
the poor and the rich are on equal terms in our signature bodis. 

••In my calls," says one of the committee, ••arsuing a long time without 
effect with a woman to obtain her signature, as rae professed to be a Chris- 
tian, I proposed to pray with her ; as we rose f^m our knee s she signed tiie 
pledge. There is a sure way to the Christian heait for every good wm, iiid 
the spirit of prayer w91 point it out 
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«At another house tiie mao and hia wifb, both piofesaon of rdigkxDy 
refilled. The man waa not in wRen I.first called. The wife at length con- 
sented to sign ; but I aaid* *No, I must have your husband too^' < No, he will 
not sign.' *%ut he is a Christian — tell him I will be here to-morrow morning.' 
I called accordingly» found him detennined not to sign. I commenced my 
argument. He disputed; but could not resist the scripture; although he 
and his wife both burst out lau^lmu^ as they saw he could not maintam his 
ffround. *But I wish you to sign gladly, and if convinced now, love the tru^ 
tnat has convinced ^u. Here are your two fine boys ; they will now join, 
and YOU will soon rejoice at this more than if you had fbund a thousand dd- 
lars.^ They did sign gladly. Thist with many others, shows the efficacy of 
light «nd love. 

The following positionfl are found to be true by the late eSoita fbr tempe- 
rance m this ci^. 

1 . The cause is gaining fHends. A rapid advance of public opinion is going 
forward. 

2. The grocers, in mat numbers, condemn the traffic in ardent spirits as 
injurious to their neignbors, and often themselves. Many have abandoned it. 
Many who do not abimdon it, make the plea of necessity for living as a. reason 
for continuing it. Few call it a good business. 

^"^ 9. - Just solar as information mis been spread the cause has advanced. 
- - 4.jHundreds who at first reftused to sign the pledge have signed it, after 
4)eing lightly informed of the real objects of the socie^. 

6. The g:*^ efficacy of personal application for signers to the pledge has 
giv€n *^e fullest sanction to the plan of operation adopted by the executive 
-committee, of visiting every family. 

6. T%e complete success of the cause, to the perfect banishment of dron- 
:kenness from tne city, is made sure if this plan is fiuthfiiUy prosecuted. 

7. The fbllest encouragement to contmued effi>rt is given in the great 
good already accomplisheo. 

8. The grand promoter of intenq>erance in the city is the licensing 9000 
dramshops. 



MARINE TEMPERANCE SOCIETY OP THE PORT OP 
NEW-YORK. 



PrtsUentf Capt E. RICHARDSON, of ship Pdand. 

Via Pnsidenth Capt B, CORNING, Capt. A. G. JENNINGS, 
Capt ORNE, Capt A. WELDEN. 

Cor. Secretary, Rev. HENRY CHASE.' 

JUc. S^creUtry, SAMUEL BROWN. 

Tbb Directon consist ofshipmasters and others GODnected with fetmoi. 
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